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frescoes by photographic process, in order to keep for posterity an
authentic record of this priceless heritage of Indian art. The
scheme has been eminently successful; and the two volumes (Oxford,
1930-33), containing the photographic copies of the frescoes of
Caves I-II with an authoritative study of them from the artistic and
iconographic points of view, have been welcomed by scholars and
connoisseurs all over the world. Suffice it to quote here from two
reviews, one from the point of view of oriental scholarship, the
other as an authority on fine art.

The Indian Antiquary for August, 1931, reviewed the volumes
in the following words:

' Three previous attempts have been made to copy the frescoes of
Ajanta since they were discovered early in the nineteenth century.
Major Gill worked there for some twenty years; but the results of his
labour were destroyed in the fire at the Crystal Palace Exhibition in
1866. Again, in 1872, Mr. Griffiths, Principal of the Bombay School of
Art, commenced to make copies, with the assistance of his pupils, and
worked for many years. Unfortunately a great deal of his work was
also burnt, but he published his well-known work, The Paintings in the
Buddhist Caves at Ajanta, in 1896 from the copies saved. Next Lady
Herringham, with a band of Indian artists, took up the task during the
years 1909 to 1911, and in 1915 published a portfolio of plates, mostly
coloured, which gave the public a clearer idea of the wonders of the
frescoes. Though most useful for comparison, and perhaps preserving
some details that have since been lost, these necessarily lack the accuracy
ensured by photographic reproduction possessed by the present splendid
series of plates. To preserve what remains of these frescoes for future
generations, His Exalted Highness the Nizam authorized his Archaeo-
logical Department to have a complete photographic record prepared.
The world of art is deeply indebted to the munificence of His Exalted
Highness and the active encouragement of his able Finance Minister,
Sir Akbar Hydari.'

In the Burlington Magazine for May, 1931, there is an appre-
ciative reference to